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Paw Problems

Left: Zia (as a younger dog) had too much fun running and chasing balls. We had to bandage three of her

feet because she damaged her pads on the hard ground.

Right: Zia (today) needed to be bandaged again. This time she ripped her carpal pad, and I have no idea

how she did it. We are always ready to do basic first aid on our dogs. Fortunately, this kind of injury only

needs a few days to heal.

The Grave of Fleming Dunn
Trained dogs with relative ease can find graves that are a few hundred years
old. Experiments have even shown that they can find known graves buried
under several feet of snow. The unanswered question is can they find unknown
graves when the entire search area is covered by snow. Fleming Dunn can help
answer that question.

https://mailchi.mp/4daf101a9d5b/icf-february-2023-newsletter?e=d82c95aa9f


Fleming Dunn and his brother Ellis left for the California gold rush in the Spring
of 1849 from Tiskilwa, Illinois. Fleming left behind his wife Cordelia and infant

child Carassa. On May 11th they left Independence, Missouri and began the
long trek west. Near Scotts Bluff, Nebraska, they turned away from the Platte
River and headed toward Robidoux Pass. Dunn became ill with cholera and

died the night of June 13th as they camped near the spring at Robidoux Pass. A
diary notes “We buried him at 8 am the next morning with as much decency as
if he had been in the states, put a sandstone up with his name & age cut on it,
and left him.”

His brother Ellis died in California on November 10, 1849 from inflammation of
the bowels. His family in Illinois likely learned of Fleming’s death in mid-July
from letters sent at Fort Laramie. Fleming’s daughter died from cholera on
August 12, 1849. His wife Cordelia died of dysentery on September 21, 1849.
His wife and child were buried in Mt. Bloom cemetery along with a cenotaph for
Fleming Dunn.

The grave marker is noted in a number of diaries as it was placed close to the
emigrant trail. The grave marker was still present in 1881 when George
Fairfield, a US Deputy Surveyor, platted the Robidoux Pass area and noted “a
gravestone of sandstone upon which is neatly engraved F. Dunn, died June 13,
1849, Age 26 years”. The sandstone grave marker has since disappeared.

In the October 2018 Kayle and I were asked by emigrant graves expert Randy
Brown to search for the grave of Fleming Dunn. We were given a search area
extending north from the Oregon Trail tracks and west from a barbed wire
fence. It was a clear sunny day, air temperature of 40F, and about 4-6” of fresh
snow on the ground. Total area to be searched was about a half-acre. We had
already searched several marked graves where Kayle had a great deal of fun
inserting her head into the snow and locating scent from a grave. This would be
more of a challenge since we had no idea about the location of grave, if there
even was one.

We started on the western boundary, the most distance point from the barbed
wire fence. After several north-south passes, Kayle emphatically changed
direction and demanded to head for the barbed wire fence. As she approached
a fence post, she stuck her nose in the snow, cleared some of the snow with
her paws and sat. It was an emphatic statement that she had located a burial.



Left: Kayle finding a known burial near the Fleming Dunn grave. Note how she pushes her nose into the

snow to get scent from the grave. She did exactly the same maneuver when she detected the Fleming

Dunn grave.

Right: Kayle alerting at the Fleming Dunn grave. The grave is located directly to the right of the dog where

the snow has been pawed away from the ground. The section boundary fence is on the extreme right of

the photo.

Randy Brown then came to the alert spot and shared a quote from Scotts Bluff
historian T. L. Green. He had seen the Dunn headstone in the early twentieth
century and wrote “the grave was adjacent to the property line fence and twenty
or thirty feet north of the trail”. The barbed wire fence marks the boundary
between Sections 8&9. Kayle’s alert is next to the property line fence and 37
feet from the trail. The dog had found the grave of Fleming Dunn.

Randy Brown went back to the site a few weeks later to install a marker for the
Fleming Dunn grave. The landowner would not allow the market to be placed at
the actual gravesite, so it is in a fenced area that contains four other graves
about 600’ north of the Dunn gravesite.



Fleming Dunn grave map. The grave is shown as the red bullseye. The yellow line is the route of the 1849

Emigrant Trail through Robidoux Pass. The blue line is the boundary fence between Sections 8 & 9. At the

beginning of the twentieth century, TL Green reported the sandstone grave marker was next to the

property boundary line and twenty to thirty feet from the emigrant trail.

John Grebenkemper

SCA 2023 ANNUAL MEETING | MARCH 16 - 19, 2023



Come visit us in the book room at the upcoming SCA annual meeting. We have
missed seeing everyone the last 2 years.

We are participating at the SAA annual meeting in an Organized Symposium
called Canine Resources for the Archaeologist organized by Paul Martin. We
will be presenting 3 of the 7 papers in the organized session:

Key Factors Impacting the Efficacy of Canine Resources on
Archaeological Surveys
Historical Human Remains Detection Dogs: A Unique Tool for Native
American Communities
Multi-discipline Recovery of Previously Cremated Remains After Urban
Wildfires

We'll have a table in the vendor room. Come see us and say hi, pet a dog or
just hang out with us and discuss your upcoming projects.



We are happy to talk with you about your project and how our dogs might help locate
human remains or burials. Call, email, or check us out on facebook or our website. (You

can find past newsletters there, too.)

Please feel free to pass this newsletter along to anyone who might be interested. 
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